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DeKalb County

School District




School Year 2018-19
	Course Name
	English Language Arts
	Course Code
	23.0110001
23.2110001

	School Name
	Henderson Middle School
	Teacher Name
	Paul S. Bell

	School Phone Number
	678-874-3027

	Teacher Email
	Paul_S_Bell@dekalbschoolsga.org

	School Website
	http://www.hendersonms.dekalb.k12.ga.us/
hendersonmiddleschool_home.aspx
	Teacher Website
	http://hendersonms.dekalb.k12.ga.us/PaulBell.aspx


Course Description During the first semester of the school year, students will be introduced to the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) curriculum.  The textbook assigned by the county for use will be McDougal Littell Literature. This textbook is aligned with the Georgia Standards of Excellence and is inclusive of the necessary performance elements needed for student mastery. Although this is the textbook assigned, please be reminded that the overall goal of the classroom teacher is to teach the standards and not the textbook is not the only resource that will be implemented to achieve student mastery
Each day, students will be exposed to a rigorous curriculum in which they will work towards gaining an enduring understanding through skills and strategies. Students prepare rigorously for standardized tests, read supplemental books, and complete creative projects on those books this semester.
For the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards, see www.georgiastandards.org.
Curriculum Overview 
The following academic concepts will be covered. THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
	CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

	Unit 1  – Exploring Narrative Reading and Writing


	Unit 2  – Comparing and Contrasting Written and Visual Literacy


	Unit 3  – Changing the World


	Unit 4  – Soundtracks of My Life



BOARD-APPROVED INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

	Title


	 McDougal Littell-McDougal Littell Literature

	ISBN


	9780547075280

	Replacement Cost
	$77.19

	Online book and/or resources
	classzone.com

	Online student access code (school specific)
	Each student is required to set up an account on the textbook website and provide the teacher with his/her user name and password. (Students will not be issued an individual textbook unless requested by a parent.  A set of textbooks will be kept in the classroom for daily use.)

Activation Code:  5671648-70 (needed for registration)




GRADING SYSTEM: The DeKalb County School District believes that the most important assessment of student learning shall be conducted by the teachers as they observe and evaluate students in the context of ongoing classroom instruction. A variety of approaches, methodologies, and resources shall be used to deliver educational services and to maximize each student’s opportunity to succeed. Teachers shall evaluate student progress, report grades that represent the student’s academic achievement, and communicate official academic progress to students and parents in a timely manner through the electronic grading portal. See Board Policy IHA.

	GRADING CATEGORIES
	*GRADE PROTOCOL

	Formative Assessment (Pre-Assessment) – 0%

· Formal or Informal Pre-Assessments

Assessment During Learning – 25%

· Skills Assessment (Warm-Up)

· Quiz

· Projects

Guided, Independent, or Group Practice – 45%

· Classwork

· Project or Performance

· Homework

Summative Assessment or Assessment of Learning– 30%

· Formal Post-Assessment Test 

· Culminating Project or Performance

· Final or Culminating Exam
	A
90 – 100                               ~P (pass)
B
80 – 89                                 ~F (fail)                
C
71 – 79 
D
70 
F
Below 70


Notes:  

*English Learners (ELs) must not receive numerical or letter grades for the core content areas in elementary and middle school during their first year of language development. A grade of CS or CU must be assigned. This rule may be extended beyond the first year with approval from the EL Studies Program. English Learners must receive a grade for ESOL courses.

~Elementary schools will utilize P (pass) and F (fail) in Health/Physical Education, Music, World Languages, Visual Arts and Performing Arts. 

	DISTRICT EXPECTATIONS FOR SUCCESS

	STUDENT PROGRESS
	Semester progress reports shall be issued four and a half, nine and thirteen and a half weeks into each semester.  The progress of students shall be evaluated frequently and plans shall be generated to remediate deficiencies as they are discovered. Plans shall include appropriate interventions designed to meet the needs of the students. See Board Policy IH.

	ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
	Students will not engage in an act of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating, providing false information, falsifying school records, forging signatures, or using an unauthorized computer user ID or password. See the Code of Student Conduct - Student Rights and Responsibilities and Character Development Handbook.

	HOMEWORK
	Homework assignments should be meaningful and should be an application or adaptation of a classroom experience.  Homework is at all times an extension of the teaching/learning experience.  It should be considered the possession of the student and should be collected, evaluated and returned to the students. See Board Policy IHB.

In an effort to expose students to all genres of reading and writing, students will be required to read daily (30 minutes). 

In addition students will be using the following website commonlit.org each and every week for reading and writing response. 

	MAKE-UP WORK 
DUE TO ABSENCES
	When a student is absent because of a legal reason as defined by Georgia law or when the absence is apparently beyond the control of the student, the student shall be given an opportunity to earn grade(s) for those days absent. Make-up work must be completed within the designated time allotted. See Board Policy IHEA.

Announced work, such as homework, quizzes and major assessments are due the day the student returns.  For each day’s excused absence, students will have one day to make up missed work.  If a student is absent under extenuating circumstances, special arrangements can be made to make up work.  Make-up work is the responsibility of the student not the teacher.

	CLASS EXPECTATIONS FOR SUCCESS

	CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
	1. Respect, yourself first, then others in EVERY aspect!
2. Come in quietly and orderly each day.
3. Have ALL necessary supplies (composition book, binder w/dividers, pencil/pen, etc).
4. Be ready to work!
5. NO EATING OR DRINKING OF ANY KIND!
6. Respect, yourself first, then others in EVERY aspect!

	LATE WORK
	Late work must be turned in no later than the day after it is due and ten points will be deducted.  Exception: late work will be accepted after the one day deadline only if the student serves academic detention and turns it in the day after the detention.  Late points will be deducted.

	MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES
	Composition Book

1 inch Binder

Pens/Pencils

Dividers

Flash Drive (which can be used for all classes)

	EXTRA HELP

	Tutoring:  Friday mornings UPON REQUEST (Any student interested must have a pass from me to enter the building.)

I am also available during lunch every day.  All you have to do is ask for help.

Extended Learning Time (ELT)

	PARENTS AS PARTNERS


	Parents may support the team by contacting the Team Parent Representative regarding volunteering or needed supplies.


PLEASE COMPLETE (in blue or black pen) AND RETURN TO Mr. Bell BY ____08/10/18_______________
My child and I have read the syllabus carefully.  By signing below, we agree to adhere to all School Expectations for Success as stated in the syllabus.  (Parents, please check your child’s answers to the questions below before he/she turns it in to me.)

Student Signature___________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________________

· We have a computer at home with internet access.    
YES______ NO__________

· My child has an agenda.



YES_______NO__________

· We have an Infinite Campus account.

              YES_______NO__________


Date_____________________________


 



Additional information to support continued contact:

	Information
	Parent/Guardian

	Day Time Phone Number
	

	Cellular Phone Number
	

	Home Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	


***If phone numbers and/or email address change during the semester, please let me know as soon as possible so that I can update my records.  Thank you.
1. Provide your user name and password for the online literature textbook at classzone.com.  (Remember:  Individual textbooks will not be given out.)
· Your user name: ________________________________________

· Your password: _________________________________________

2. When are ALL assignments expected to be turned in? _______________________________________________________________________

3. What happens to assignments that are turned in after the due date?

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. What is Classroom Expectation #1? ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  What items are you expected to bring to class every day? _________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

